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Industry
In the past there were few industries of national importance.
Handicraft industries were developed to a great extent, and
from the lands on the right bank of the Volga, where the
primitive system of agriculture could not employ a dense
population, there was a regular flow of men to the mines of
the Don basin, the lumber-camps of the north, and to the
barges and river vessels of the Volga. Terrible famines deci-
mated the population from time to time, as a result of periodic
droughts, for the lands of the middle Volga, especially those
on the left bank, lie in the transitional zone between the
agricultural and pastoral regions of the U.S.S.R.
Within recent years a number of new industries, engaged
in working up agricultural products, have been established,
and older ones have expanded. Wool, leather, and skins
provide the raw materials for the manufacture of textiles,
clothing, boots and shoes; starch (from potatoes) and veget-
able oil (from sunflower-seed) are manufactured. Bones and
wood are used in the chemical industry, while the forests of
the north supply wood which is brought downstream to wood-
working and match factories, and the paper and wood-
chemical works at Kondopobsk. Linen factories have been
built, and the dressing and manufacturing of furs from the
north is a very important occupation.
The food industry includes flour-milling, distilling, butter-
manufacturing, meat-processing and packing. Syzran and
Ulyanovsk are the chief centres of the leather, food, and
saw-milling industries.
At Saransk, the capital of the Mordovian A.S.S.R., there
is a large preserved-milk combine.
In addition to the industries which depend directly upon
agricultural products there are others which rely upon local
mineral deposits and supplies brought to the industrial towns
by river. The Tartar Republic possesses a powerful regional
electric-power station at Kazan. Tin is manufactured from
local deposits, an,d the production of cement at Volsk and
Kuibishev is of national importance. Combustible slates